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also to take more and more responsibility for improving
their spelling.23 They should develop a better method of
observing idiosyncrasies in difficult words and of attacking
unfamiliar words by means of phonograms, analysis in terms
of familiar words, and spelling rules. They should become
increasingly responsible for making their own lists of words
to be mastered and should acquire a "spelling conscience"
which will deter them from letting misspelled words in
their written material go unchecked. Acquiring these atti-
tudes and habits of study is a more important accomplish-
ment than memorizing a mere list of words.
READING
The intensive attention given to reading in the first three
grades, in many schools, later begins to waver and gradually
dies out. By the time the pupil reaches the end of the
elementary school, active efforts to improve reading skills
have ceased. This should not be. There is need of-a sys-
tematic development of reading skills appropriate to each
rung of the educational ladder from kindergarten to gradu-
ate school. Attention should be given to the readiness of
individual pupils for each new step, and, all along the line,
reading should be emphasized as a pleasure and a thought-
getting process.
Reading for Different Purposes. — In addition to seeking
sheer enjoyment from reading, children use reading in many
other ways in the elementary grades. In geography and
history they are required to read sometimes to get the main
points, sometimes to learn detailed facts, sometimes to dis-
cover reasons why certain conditions exist, and to organize
their knowledge around big problems. In other subjects
they frequently need to read a number of books in order to
prepare a report or to obtain facts with which to supplement
class discussion. As they read they must learn to distinguish
between important and unimportant facts. They must fre-
quently read to find the answers to definite questions. In
arithmetic, ability to read problems with comprehension is
2* Norton and Norton, op. cit., p. 294.

